
Vision 
The vision for this Neighbourhood Plan is to 
establish a clear set of policies and guidelines that 
will:  

“Support the organic development of Effingham to 
meet the needs of its community in a planned and 
measured approach, that improves the facilities and 
services for its residents whilst protecting and 
conserving the essential character and landscape of 
the village and the environment in which it stands 
and in a manner which respects the strategic role of 
the village in preventing urban sprawl and the loss of 
Green Belt.” 

A successful plan will only be possible if it evolves 
from the needs of the community, works within the 
parameters of sustainable development, and 
balances the needs of today’s community with the 
rights of future generations to enjoy the historic and 
unique character of the village and its broader 
environment. 



Environment Objectives 
§  To protect & conserve the environment of the parish in terms 

of its: 
§  Designated Green Belt status and proximity to AONB 

§  Distinct semi-rural identity and landscape – separate from neighbouring 
villages 

§  Key views and vistas making them accessible to all residents (See Map 
and VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT ) 

§  Biodiversity and wildlife spaces and corridors (See Map) 

§  The historic fabric and environment, including the Conservation Area and 
its setting, and ensure those assets most precious to the local community 
are conserved for future generations. VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT 

§  To maintain the strategic role in preventing urban sprawl from 
London. 

§  To improve the pedestrian connectivity within the village 
across different parts of the Parish. 

§  To encourage greener approach to all future developments. 



Green Environment : 
Draft Policies 

Arising from review 14th March 2015 



Local Green Spaces (E1) 

§  The Neighbourhood Plan designates the 
following locations as Local Green Spaces 
(See Map) 
§  The Village Allotments 
§  KGV fields 
§  Effingham Common 
§  Browns Field 

This policy identifies land that 
should be protected from 

future development by way of 
a Local Green Space 

designation, in accordance 
with the intent and criteria set 
out in paragraphs 76,77 and 

78 of the NPPF.  



Green Approaches to the village 
(E2) 

E2.1 The following sites (See Map) are designated as sites 
critical to maintain the Green Approaches to Effingham, 
essential to conserving the unique semi rural character of 
the village and the strategic gap between Effingham and its 
neighbours. 

§  KGV Fields / Rolls Farm (A246 West Approach) 
§  Grove House Old school fields (A246 East Approach) 
§  Effingham Lodge Farm (Lower Road Approach & ECR 

Approach) 
§  Upper Leewood  and Leewood Farm (ECR Approach) 
§  Beech Avenue – Golf Club, Fields adjacent to Champions 

Meadow 
§  Badgers Farm Fields 

§  Development proposals on such sites will only be 
considered under Very Special Circumstances as defined 
within the NPPF 

§  E2,.2 The Neighbourhood Plan encourages rural 
horticultural planting ideas to improve village gateways. 
(EPC community funding) 

§  E2.3 Improved signs at key entry points to the village will 
be supported. 

§  E2.4 TPO’s will be used on the Green Approaches to 
protect long standing landscape features. 

This policy seeks identifies 
the Green Approaches to the 
village settlement, and their 

role in conserving the 
character of the village, the 
gap between villages and 
the preservation of views 
from within the settlement 

area 



Suitable Alternative Natural 
Greenspace (E3) 

§  Effingham Village Neighbourhood Plan has 
identified land at the East side of Effingham 
Lodge Farm as suitable for SANG. 

§  A SANG, situated on this site would provide 
much needed accessible Greenspace and meet 
the following objectives 
§  improve connectivity with neighbouring villages and 

community recreation areas. 
§  Promote the health and wellbeing of residents by 

providing public amenity for exercise, 
§  Conserve a strategic green gap between villages, 

protecting local character and distinction 
§  Provide a much needed dog walking / recreational 

area within walking distance of the village. 

This policy is consistent with 
NPPF strategy to provide 
SANG to protect nearby 
AONB and SSSI (Thames 

Heath Basin) and improve 
public amenity within the 

countryside. 



Biodiversity & Wildlife (E4) 
The Plan will support proposals that: 
§  conserve and enhance the rich natural 

features that define the character of Effingham 
Parish.  

§  provide improved conditions to support and 
protect habitats of local wildlife (Listed) 

Effingham Parish has a diverse landscape, rich 
in natural features offering a range of habitats 
which give the parish its biodiversity. Schemes 
of development that negatively impact on these 
areas will be resisted. 
§  Effingham Common 
§  Ancient Woodland - Thornet Woods SNCI 
§  Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

This policy aims to ensure 
the important strategic gap 

between M25 / Polesdon 
Lacy is preserved 

safeguarding village 
boundaries, wildlife 

corridors and habitats for 
protected species 



Wildlife corridors & 
connectivity  (E5) 

E5.1 The Plan will support and encourage 
schemes that conserve local wildlife 

§  habitat connectivity and landscape scale 
conservation schemes will be supported. 

§ Mitigation measures will be sought where any 
loss would be unavoidable. 

E5.2 Schemes of development should promote 
pedestrian walkways and connectivity with 
other parts of the village 

This policy aims to ensure the 
important strategic gap 

between M25 / Polesdon 
Lacy is preserved 

safeguarding village 
boundaries, wildlife corridors 

and habitats for protected 
species 



Landscaping of the village 
(E6) 
The Plan will support and encourage  proposals that 
seek to enhance the essential character of the village 
as specified in the VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT  in 
particular… 

§  Effingham Neighbourhood Plan will adopt a policy of tree 
replacement whereby all trees removed from any part of the 
settlement area must be replaced by two new saplings in order to 
preserve the semi rural character of the village. 

§  Proposals that seek to create ‘calm & natural green spaces’ within 
the settlement area through landscaping of unkempt areas and on 
designated areas of new developments will be encouraged and 
supported (Potential EPC community funding) 

§  Proposals and developments that support and encourage the 
reinstatement, conservation or addition of flint walls will be viewed 
favourably. (Potential EPC community funding.) 

§  The Plan will encourage maintenance of narrow streets and 
footways consistent with the semi rural character of the village. 

§  Proposals that seek to open up and enhance far reaching views 
across countryside are encouraged. 

§  Developments which close off views should be avoided. 

This policy aims to encourage 
proposals that conserve and 
enhance the distinctive semi 
rural  character of Effingham  

and also with particular 
reference to reflecting 
Conservation Area and 
Heritage Assets. In the 

broader village context. 



Shared Spaces (E7) 

The plan will support  and encourage 
proposals that provide or facilitate provision 
of:  

§  A Village Green. 

§  Community Orchard. 

§ Open Gardens accessible to all and 
potentially as part of a social enterprise 
scheme to encourage small scale market 
gardening.  

This policy aims to encourage 
proposals that  bring the 
community together in 

enterprises which reflect the 
semi rural / agricultural 
heritage of the village. 



Status as a Dark Village (E8) 

Effingham Neighbourhood Plan will reassert 
the status of the village as a ‘Dark Village’ to 
conserve the unique character of its dark 
skies.  

§  Development proposals should embrace this 
principle and lighting schemes that are 
required for safety of residents should seek 
innovative green solutions for low-level 
lighting with automatic 12.30am cut off. 

This policy aims to encourage 
proposals that conserve & 

enhance the distinctive semi 
rural character of Effingham  & 

also with particular reference to 
reflecting Conservation Area & 
Heritage Assets in the broader  

village context. 



Heritage Assets (E9) 

§  All development proposals within the 
Conservation Area or within 400m of a 
National or locally listed building or their 
setting should conform to design guidance 
set out in  the VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT.,and seek  
to enhance the special quality and distinctive character of 
Effingham  

§  All development proposals should be 
sympathetic to and consistent with the 
historic setting and layout of the village as set 
out in the VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT. 

This policy complements 
provisions of the NPPF and Local 
Plan by requiring development 
proposals to demonstrate how 

they will conserve and enhance 
the distinctive character of 
Effingham with particular 

reference to its Conservation 
Area and Heritage Assets. 


